Manitoba Stronger Together January 25, 2025

THE FIGHT AGAINST THE WMR
PLAN 20-50 IS NOT OVER

The Government of Manitoba has pulled a fast one
on all of us, and the clock is ticking.

We must take action immediately, at the municipal level.

MANITOBA
STRONGER
TOGETHER

www.manitobastrongertogether
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INTRODUCTION

"Bill 4, previously referred to as the “Freedom Bill”, has been presented as a step
toward empowering municipalities in Manitoba by allowing them to opt out of the
Winnipeg Metropolitan Region (WMR). However, upon closer examination, the Bill
introduces stringent criteria and tight deadlines that municipalities must meet to
withdraw. This presentation will critically analyze the provisions of Bill 4, its implications
for municipal governance, and its alignment with broader planning frameworks like
Plan 20-50, to highlight the challenges and contradictions inherent in this legislation."

Page 3 of 31 www.manitobastrongertogether.ca



http://www.manitobastrongertogether.ca

Manitoba Stronger Together January 25, 2025

BACKGROUND

Last fall, in response the significant backlash from the people who live in many of the
municipalities included in the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region (WMR), the Premier of
Manitoba, announced that his government intended to introduce legislation, which he
euphemistically referred to as the “Freedom Bill” which would allow municipalities to
opt out of the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region.

In the fall of 2024, the Manitoba Government did announce Two Bills which would
reportedly accomplish this task, (Bills 40 and 41) however, each of these bills were
rescinded when the legislative session ended in late 2024.

With the new legislative session, the Manitoba Government has re-introduced the
“Freedom Bill” as Bill 3 & Bill 4.

For this discussion we are going to focus on Bill 4: “THE PLANNING AMENDMENT
ACT”.
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WHAT WAS THE SITUATION BEFORE BILL 4?
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/38-3/b033e.php

Under the original Planning Act, there were no specific procedures or requirements set
out for a municipality to opt out of the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region (WMR). The
decision to add or remove municipalities was entirely at the discretion of the Minister,
who could modify WMR membership by regulation without defined criteria.

The relevant clause in the original Planning Act that allows the Minister to add or
remove municipalities from the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region (WMR) is Section 8(3).

This section states that the Minister may, by regulation, modify the boundaries of the
WMR to add or remove municipalities as members. This power is broad and does not
stipulate rigid criteria for making these changes.

So prior to the introduction of the new “Freedom Act” the minister could add or remove
municipalities from the regions, but there were no procedures for doing that.

This contrasts with Bill 4, which introduces detailed procedural requirements, such as
public hearings and strict timelines, adding significant complexity to the withdrawal
process.

To date out of the 18 municipalities included in the WMR, 12 have expressed serious
concerns or the desire to opt out.
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WHAT ARE THE NEW REQUIREMENTS
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/43-2/b004e.php

Bill 4 introduces significant procedural requirements and rigid timelines that
municipalities must navigate before any request to exit the Winnipeg Metropolitan
Region (WMR) can be granted.

These include completing a series of tasks, such as updating local plans, aligning with
provincial standards, and submitting documentation within a prescribed timeframe.

Failure to meet these conditions results in municipalities being deemed part of the
WMR indefinitely, with no appeal process available.

The requirements for a municipality to request an exit from the Winnipeg Metropolitan
Region (WMR) under Bill 4 are as follows:

1. Council Resolution:
The municipal council must pass a resolution requesting withdrawal from the
WMR and send a copy of this resolution to the Minister of Municipal Relations.

2. Public Hearing:
Before passing the resolution, the council is required to hold a public hearing to
receive input from residents and stakeholders about the proposed withdrawal.
Notice of this hearing must be provided according to Section 168 of the
Planning Act.

3. Timeframe for Action:
The withdrawal request, including the resolution and public hearing, must be
completed within 180 days after receiving written notice from the WMR
regarding the review of its regional planning by-law.

4. Ministerial Approval:

Following submission, the Minister may issue a regulation to formalize the
municipality’s withdrawal from the WMR.
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WHAT IS REQUIRED OF THE PUBLIC MEETING

To withdraw from the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region (WMR), municipalities must
meet several requirements:

1. Public Meeting Requirements:

d Public Hearing Notice: Councils must provide notice in compliance with
Section 168 of The Planning Act. The notice must outline the proposal and invite
public participation.

*  Hearing Procedure:

o Councils must allow public representatives to present their opinions,
whether in support, opposition, or as general information.

o  Presentations are typically limited to 10 minutes unless extended by the
chair.

o The hearing must follow a structured format to ensure clarity and fairness.

*  Documentation: Resolutions and outcomes from the hearing must be
documented and forwarded to the Minister.

2. Tight Timelines:

* 180-Day Deadline: The council must hold a public hearing and send the
withdrawal resolution to the Minister within 180 days of receiving written
notice that the Capital Planning Region is initiating a review of its regional
planning by-law.

3. Timing of Bill 4's Provisions:

* Retroactive Effect: Section 11 of Bill 4, governing these procedures, came into
force retroactively on December 31, 2024, regardless of when royal assent is
granted. This means the clock has already been ticking for municipalities to act
swiftly.

. Bill 4 sates that the WMR must prepare and adopt its initial regional plan by
January 1, 2027...

There is no specific requirement in Bill 4 that mandates a minimum number of
attendees for a public hearing. However, councils must provide adequate public notice
as per Section 168 of The Planning Act to ensure that the public has the opportunity to
participate.

The intent is to allow any person interested in the matter to attend and present their

views, but there is no obligation for a minimum threshold of attendees to validate the
hearing. The focus is on accessibility and proper notice to facilitate community input.
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HERE ARE THE PROVISIONS FOR THE PUBLIC
MEETING FROM THE PLANNING ACT (CLAUSE 168)

Notice re planning districts, development plans and zoning by-laws
168(1)
Notice of any the following hearings must be given in accordance with this section:
(@) a hearing on the establishment of a planning district under subsection 16(3);
(b) a hearing on the alteration or dissolution of a planning district or the amalgamation
of planning districts under section 27 or 28;
(c) a hearing on the adoption of a development plan by-law under subsection 46(1);
(d) a hearing on the adoption of a zoning by-law or a secondary plan by-law under
subsection 74(1).

Publication requirements
168(2)
Notice of the hearing must be given by
(@) publishing notice of the hearing in a newspaper with a general circulation in the
applicable planning district or municipality on two occasions at least six days apart,
during the period beginning 40 days before the hearing and ending seven days before
the hearing; or
(b) when there is no newspaper with a general circulation in the area, posting a copy of
the notice of hearing in the office of the applicable planning district or municipality and
at least two other public places in the district or municipality at least 14 days before the
hearing.

Required notice
168(3)
At least 27 days before the hearing, a copy of the notice of the hearing must be sent
(a) to the applicant, if there is one;
(b) to the minister;
(c) to all adjacent planning districts and municipalities;
(d) when the hearing is held by the council of a municipality that is part of a planning
district, to that planning district and all other municipalities in the district; and
(e) when the hearing is held by the board of a planning district, to all municipalities in
the district.

Notice to affected property owners
168(4)
If the hearing is held to consider an amendment to a by-law that would affect a specific
property,
(@) a copy of the notice of hearing must be sent at least 14 days before the hearing to
the owner of the affected property, and every owner of property located within 100
metres of the affected property; or
(b) where the affected property is not remote or inaccessible, a copy of the notice of
hearing must be posted on the affected property in accordance with section 170.
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THE CLOCK IS TICKING DOWN ALREADY

According to Bill 4, the Deadline for Submission is within 180 days from the date that the WMR
gives written notice of its initiating a review of its regional planning by-law.

Start Clock: December 31, 2024

Deadline For the WMR to Adopt its Plan:  January 1, 2027

Lets just consider this:

1. We have no indication of when the WMR will give written notice of its initiating a
review of its regional planning by-law.

Consider What Minimum Time Frame it Will Require to Get the Council’s to Submit
Their Resolution to the Minister.

*  Educating council takes 4 weeks (28 days)

*  Notice of Public Meeting must give 40 days notice (40 Days)

. Say Council Resolution takes two weeks. (14 Days)

. Council send resolution to minister two weeks (14 days)
Total time to complete meeting and tasks = 96 days (Optimistic Timeline)

Municipalities cannot simply wait of the WMR to give written notice of its initiating a review of
its regional planning by-law.

We do not know when that may occur, if it occurs in the summer there will be less chance of
municipalities to act and get public hearings, or the WMR may not announce until a short time
prior to January 1, 2027, not giving enough time before the deadline for Municipalities to act.
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QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO CONSIDER

1. So, do you think your municipality is going to take these
action on their own?

2. Given how little most municipalities understood about Plan

20-25, do you think your municipal representatives know
anything about this?
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CALL TO ACTION

Municipalities must act urgently, as the timelines and procedural requirements are
strict.

Failure to meet these criteria will lock them into the WMR indefinitely, with no further
recourse.

Here’s a detailed action plan for residents in the 18 municipalities to ensure their voices
are heard and their elected representatives understand the implications of Bill 4 and the
urgency to opt out of the WMR and Plan 20-50:

Action Plan for Residents in the 18 Municipalities
1. Educate Your Community

*  Share Information:
o Distribute flyers or hold community meetings to explain Bill 4 and Plan
20-50.
o Use social media platforms and local forums to spread awareness.
*  Explain the Stakes:
o Highlight how the timelines under Bill 4 are already in motion.
o Emphasize the potential loss of local autonomy and increased planning
burdens.

2. Immediate Actions with Elected Representatives

2.1.Municipal Level:
2.1.1.Contact Your Local Council:
. Phone, email, or write letters to your mayor, reeve, or council
members.
. Express your concerns about the WMR and urge them to take
steps to opt out.
2.1.2.Request Presentations at Council Meetings:
= Submit formal requests to present at upcoming council
meetings.
. Use this platform to outline the concerns with Bill 4 and Plan
20-50.
2.1.3.Demand Resolutions:
. Request your council to pass a resolution opposing the WMR
and supporting withdrawal.
. Push for a timeline to organize the required public hearings.
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2.2. Provincial Level:
2.2.1.Contact Your MLA:
= Call, email, or send letters to your provincial representative.
. Insist on their support for amendments to Bill 4 that allow
more flexibility and appeal mechanisms.
2.2.2.Engage the Minister of Municipal Relations:
. Directly contact the Minister responsible for Bill 4 and express
your opposition.
. Demand clarification on the procedural requirements and
assistance for municipalities wishing to opt out.

3. Organize Public Advocacy

. Petitions:
o  Create a petition opposing WMR membership and Bill 4.
o Submit the petition to your municipal council and provincial
representatives.
*  Town Halls and Forums:
o Collaborate with like-minded residents to organize town halls discussing
the implications of Bill 4.
* Local Media Campaigns:
o Write op-eds or letters to the editor for local newspapers.
o Use radio and community TV platforms to raise awareness.

4. Legal and Procedural Step

*  Monitor Deadlines:
o Work with your municipality to ensure they meet the 180-day timeline for
withdrawal resolutions and public hearings.
e Attend Public Hearings:
° Participate in hearings to voice opposition to the WMR and Plan 20-50.
o Encourage others to attend to maximize community representation.
* Request Transparency:
0 Ask municipalities to provide updates on their progress toward meeting
the Bill 4 requirements.
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5. Ensure Long-Term Accountability
*  Follow Up with Officials:
o Regularly check in with elected representatives to confirm they are taking
necessary steps.
*  Leverage Elections:
o Remind representatives that failure to act may influence voting decisions
in upcoming elections.
*  Track Municipal Progress:
° Request public updates on compliance with Bill 4 and efforts to opt out of
the WMR.
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WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE WMR?

Here is the list of the 18 municipalities included in the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region
(WMR):

City of Winnipeg

City of Selkirk

Town of Niverville

Town of Stonewall
Village of Dunnottar

Rural Municipality (RM) of Cartier
RM of East St. Paul

RM of Headingley

RM of Macdonald

10. RM of Ritchot

11. RM of Rockwood

12. RM of Rosser

13. RM of Springfield

14. RM of St. Andrews

15. RM of St. Clements

16. RM of St. Frangois Xavier
17. RM of Taché

18. RM of West St. Paul

©COoNOO WM~
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR

REPRESENTATIVES

City of Winnipeg

510 Main St.
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1B9

Mayor Scott Gillingham
Ph 204-986-5665
Fax 204-949-0566

mayor

Councillor Matt Allard
St. Boniface

Ph 204-396-4636
Fax 204-986-3725
mattallard

Councillor Jeff Browaty
North Kildonan

Ph 204-986-5196

Fax 204-986-3725

jorowaty

Councillor Markus Chambers
St. Norbert - Seine River

Ph 204-986-5920

Fax 204-986-3725
markuschambers

Councillor Ross EadieMynarski
Ph 204-986-5188

Fax 204-986-3726

readie

Councillor Shawn Dobson
St. James

Ph 204-986-5848

Fax 204-986-3725
sdobson
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Councillor Cindy Gilroy
Daniel Mclntyre

Ph 204-986-5951

Fax 204-986-3725

cgilroy

Councillor Evan Duncan

Charleswood - Tuxedo - Westwood

Ph 204-986-5232
Fax 204-986-3725
eduncan

Councillor Janice Lukes
Waverley West

Ph 204-986-6824

Fax 204-986-3725

jlukes

Councillor Brian Mayes
St. Vital

Ph 204-986-5088

Fax 204-986-3725

bmayes

Councillor Russ Wyatt
Transcona

Ph 204-986-8087

Fax 204-986-3725

rwyatt

Councillor John Orlikow
River Heights - Fort Garry
Ph 204-986-5236

Fax 204-986-3725

jorlikow

Councillor Sherri Rollins
Fort Rouge - East Fort Garry
Ph 204-986-5878

Fax 204-986-3725

srollins

Councillor Vivian Santos
Point Douglas

Ph 204-986-8401

Fax 204-986-3725 vsantos
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Selkirk (City)

200 Eaton Ave. Selkirk, MB

R1A OW6

(204) 785-4900
CitzenSupport@cityofselkirk.com

Larry Johannson Mayor
mayor@cityofselkirk.com

April Smith Deputy Mayor
councillorasmith@cityofselkirk.com

Kelly Cook Councillor
councillorkcook@cityofselkirk.com

Lorie Fiddler Councillor
councillorlfiddler@cityofselkirk.com

John Buffie Councillor
councillorjbuffie@cityofselkirk.com

Darlene Swiderski Councillor
councillordswiderski@cityofselkirk.com

Doug Poirier Councillor
councillordpoirier@cityofselkirk.com

Cartier (RM)

P.O. Box 117, 28 PR 248 S,S, Elie MB
ROH OHO

(204)353-2335

info@rmofcartier.ca

Christa Vann Mitchell Reeve
reeve.vannmitchell@rmofcartier.ca
(204) 396-4901
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James Krahn (Lido Plage/ Whitehorse) Councillor
councillor.krahn@rmofcartier.ca
(204) 396-5360

Kevin Nixon (Dacotah/ Springstein) Councillor
councillor.nixon@rmofcartier.ca
(204) 479-3187

Christian Lachance (Assiniboine-Centre) Councillor
councillor.lachance@rmofcartier.ca
(204) 396-7043

Dan Bouchard (Elie / Glengarry) Councillor
councillor.bouchard@rmofcartier.ca
(204) 771-0867

Jason Laramee (St. Eustache/ Poplar Point) Councillor
councillor.laramee@rmofcartier.ca
(204) 396-9852

Village of Dunnottar

Box 321

44 Whytewold Rd, Matlock MB (204)389-4962
info@dunnottar.ca

Richard-Gamble Mayor
info@dunnottar.ca
(204) 389-4860

Rosalyn Howard Councillor
rosalynhoward@dunnottar.ca
(204) 389-4000

Bob Campbell Councillor
info@dunnottar.ca
(204) 771-0333

Jim Kotowich Councillor
jimkotowich@dunnottar.ca
(204) 771-0333

Kathy Magnusson Councillor
kathymagnusson@dunnottar.ca
(204) 641-1904

January 25, 2025
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East St. Paul (RM)

RM office

Unit 1-3021 Birds Hill Rd.
East St Paul., MB R2E 1A7
(204) 668-8112
info@eaststpaul.com

Carla Devlin Mayor
carla.devlin@eaststpaul.com

Brian Imhoff Councillor Ward 1
brian.imhoff@eaststpaul.com
(204) 771-7569

Orest Horechko Ward 2 and Deputy Mayor
orest.horechko@eaststpaul.com
(204) 792-9500

Brian Duval Councillor -Ward 3
brian.duval@eaststpaul.com
(204) 918-3618

Charles Posthumus Councillor - Ward 4
charles.posthumus@eaststpaul.com
(204) 791-5595

Headingley (RM)

1-126 Bridge Rd, Headingley MB,
R4H 1G9
(204) 837-5766

Jim Robson Mayor
jrbosn106@gmail.com
(204) 290-6239

Tom Roche Deputy Mayor
roche4headingley@gmail.com
(204) 831-0151

Page 19 of 31

www.manitobastrongertogether.ca



https://www.eaststpaul.com/
mailto:info@eaststpaul.com
mailto:carla.devlin@eaststpaul.com
mailto:brian.imhoff@eaststpaul.com
mailto:orest.horechko@eaststpaul.com
mailto:brian.duval@eaststpaul.com
mailto:charles.posthumus@eaststpaul.com
https://www.rmofheadingley.ca/
mailto:jmauseth@msn.com
mailto:rbsn106@gmail.com
mailto:roche4headingley@gmail.com
http://www.manitobastrongertogether.ca

Manitoba Stronger Together

Yolande Franzmann Councillor
yolandef@shaw.ca
(204)895-4002

Glenn Reimer Councillor
greimer@shaw.ca
(204) 333-9007

January 25, 2025

Macdonald (RM)

P.O. Box 100- Sanford, MB
ROG 2J0

161 Mandan Dr Sandford MB
Ph (204) 736-2255
info@rmofmacdonald.com

Brad Erb Reeve
reeve@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 771-6611

Matt Bestland Ward 1
ward1@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 771-3477

Glen Irvine Ward 2
ward2@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 997-3058

Barry Feller Ward 3
ward3@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 736-4433

Paul Surminski Ward 4
ward4@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 791-0410

Bob Morse Ward 5
ward5@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 223-7660

Rick Schinkel Ward 6
wardé@rmofmacdonald.com
(204) 232-6168

Page 20 of 31

www.manitobastrongertogether.ca



mailto:yolandef@shaw.ca
mailto:greimer@shaw.ca
https://rmofmacdonald.com/
mailto:info@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:reeve@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:ward1@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:ward2@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:ward3@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:ward4@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:ward5@rmofmacdonald.com
mailto:ward6@rmofmacdonald.com
http://www.manitobastrongertogether.ca

Manitoba Stronger Together January 25, 2025

Niverville (town)

329 Bronstone Dr. Niverville, MB.
ROA 1EO

(204) 277-4600
feedback@whereyoubelong.ca

Myron Dyck Mayor
myron.dyck@whereyoubelong.ca
(204) 388-4600 ext. 1304

Chris Wiebe Deputy Mayor
chriswiebe@whereyoubelong.ca
(204) 388-4600 ext. 1305

Nathan Dueck Councillor
nathan.dueck@whereyoubelong.ca
(204) 388-4600 ext. 1303

Bill Fast Councillor
bill.fast@whereyoubelong.ca
(204) 388-4600 ext. 1302

Meghan Beasant Councillor
meghan.beasant@whereyoubelong.ca
(204) 388-4600 ext. 1301

Ritchot (RM)

352 Maint St.

St. Adolphe Mb
R5A 1B9

(204) 883-2293
info@ritchot.com

Chris Ewen Mayor
Mayor@ritchot.com
(204) 803-1447

Shane Pelletier Deputy Mayor - Ward 1 (lle des Chenes)
Ward1@ritchot.com
(204) 229-3640
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Jason Bodnarchuk Ward 2 (St. Adolphe)
Ward2@ritchot.com
(204) 872-1107

Joel Lemoine Ward 3 (Ste Agathe)
Ward3@ritchot.com
(204) 792-8030

Janine Boulanger Ward 4 (Grande Pointe - Howden)
Ward4@ritchot.com
(204) 996-4935

Rockwood (RM)

285 Main St. P.O. Box 902 Stonewall, Mb.
ROC 270

(204) 467-2272

info@rockwood.ca

Wes Taplin Reeve
wes.taplin@rockwood.ca
(204) 981-5518

Debbie Pansky Councillor Ward 1
debbie.pansky@rockwood.ca
(204) 344-5149

Curtis McClintock Councillor Ward 2
curtis.mcclintock@rockwood.ca
(204) 461-4472

Neal Wirgau Councillor Ward 3
neal.wirgau@rockwood.ca
(204) 981-5996

Lana Hintz Councillor Ward 4
lana.hintz@rockwood.ca
(204) 513-0813

Miles Tarrant Councillor Ward 5
miles.tarrant@rockwood.ca
(204) 886-7175
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Lyle Willis Councillor Ward 6
Iwillis@rockwood.ca
(204) 886-2948

Rosser (RM)

Box 131 RM of Rosser, MB
ROH 1EO

(204) 467-5711
info@rmofrosser.com

Ken Mulligan Reeve
reeve@rmofrosser.com

Mike Palmer Councillor Ward 1
ward1@rmofrosser.com

Lee Garfinkel Deputy Reeve/Councillor Ward 2
ward2@rmofrosser.com

Angela Emms Councillor Ward 3
ward3@rmofrosser.com
(204)-694-3956

Kelvin Stewart
Councillor Ward 4
ward4@rmofrosser.com

Springfield (RM)

Box 219, 100 Springfiled Center Dr. Oakbank, MB
ROE 1J0

(204) 444-3321

info@rmofspringfield.ca

Patrick Therrien Mayor
ptherrien@rmofspringfield.ca
(204)-902-0728
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Glen Fuhl Councillor, Ward 1
gfuhl@rmofspringfield.ca
(204)-232-4631

Andy Kuczynski Councillor, Ward 2
akuczynski@rmofspringfield.ca
(204)-403-8971

Mark Miller Councillor, Ward 3
mmiller@rmofspringfield.ca
(204)-403-8250

Melinda Warren

Councillor, Ward 4
mwarren@rmofspringfield.ca
(204)-403-8201

January 25, 2025

St Clements (RM)

1043 Kittson Road, Box 2 Grp 35 RR1
East Selkirk

ROE OMO

(204) 482-3300
info@rmofstclements.com

Debbie Fiebelkorn Mayor
debbie@rmofstclements.com
(204) 785-8622

Glen Basarowich Ward One Councillor
glen@rmofstclements.com
(204) 470-9321

Scott Spicer Ward One Councillor
scott@rmofstclements.com
(204) 482-2090

Sandra Strang Ward One Councillor
sandra@rmofstclements.com
(204) 482-2092

Robert Belanger Ward Two Councillor
robert@rmofstclements.com
(204) 482-305
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Dave Horbas Ward Two Councillor
horbas@rmofstclements.com
(204) 482-2091

Dave Sutherland Ward Two Councillor
david@rmofstclements.com
(204) 485-1166

St. Andrews (RM)

500 Railway Ave. Box 130 Clandeboye MB.

ROC 0PO
(204) 738- 2264
info@rmofstandrews.com

Joy Sul Mayor
joy@rmofstandrews.com
(204) 485-2335

Chris Mondor Councillor Ward 1
chris@rmofstandrews.com
(431) 336-5896

Ken Doornbos Councillor Ward 2 / Deputy Mayor

ken@rmofstandrews.com
(431) 990-2399

Tracy Slyker Councillor Ward 3
tracy@rmofstandrews.com
(204) 485-6713

Rob Mirecki Councillor Ward 4
rob@rmofstandrews.com
(204) 485-0141

Justin Fiebelkorn Councillor Ward 5
justinf@rmofstandrews.com
(204)-481-5805

Laurie Hunt Councillor Ward 6
laurie@rmofstandrews.com
204-485-1354
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St. Francois Xavier (RM)

1060 Hwy 26,

St Francois Xavier MB
R4L 1A5

(204) 864-2092
info@rm-stfrancois.mb.ca

Delmer Nott Reeve
reeve@rm-stfrancois.mb.ca
(204) 770-9624

Bryan Syrenne Councillor Ward 1
ward1@rm-stfrancois.mb.ca
(204) 864-2092

Jim Proulx Councillor Ward 2
ward2@rm-stfrancois.mb.ca
(204) 864-2092

Marcel Houde Councillor Ward 3
ward3@rm-stfrancois.mb.ca
(204) 864-2092

Phil Fleury Councillor Ward 4
ward4@rm-stfrancois.mb.ca
(204) 864-2092

Stonewall (town)

293 Main St, Stonewall Mb
ROC 270

(204) 467-7979
info@stonewall.ca

Sandra Smith Mayor
ssmith@stonewall.ca
(204) 513-0268

Peter Bullivant Deputy Mayor
pbullivant@stonewall.ca
(204) 513-0385
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Walter Badger Councillor
wbadger@stonewall.ca
(204) 513-0562

Ron Maryniuk Councillor
rmaryniuk@stonewall.ca
(204) 513-0572

Kimberly Newman Councillor
knewman@stonewall.ca
(204) 513-0395

January 25, 2025

Tache (RM)

28007 Mun Road 52 N
Dufresne, MB R5K ON7
(204) 878-3321
Info@rmtache.ca

Armand Poirier Mayor
apoirier@rmtache.ca
(204) 590-5112

Steven Bowker Councillor
sbowker@rmtache.ca
(204) 997-9402

George McGregor Councillor
gmcaregor@rmtache.ca
(204) 270-0511

Dawn Braden Councillor
dbraden@rmtache.ca
(204) 795-1233

Colleen Jolicoeur Councillor
cjolicoeur@rmtache.ca
(204) 688-4272

Steven Stein Councillor
sstein@rmtache.ca
(204) 782-5861
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Marcel Manaigre Councillor
mmanaigre@rmtache.ca
(204) 218-8944

Natashia Lapeire Councillor
nlapeire@rmtache.ca
(204) 381-1184

January 25, 2025

West St. Paul (RM)

3550 Main St West St. Paul, MB R4A 5A3
(204) 338-0306
reception@weststpaul.com

Peter Truijen Mayor
peter.truijen@weststpaul.com
(204) 951-1687

Peter Campbell Councillor Ward 1
peter.campbell@weststpaul.com
(204) 801-4444

Giorgio Busceti Councillor Ward 2
giorgioward2@gmail.com
(204) 228-4216

Mike Pagtakhan Deputy Mayor Councillor Ward 3

mike.pagtakhan@weststpaul.com
(431)-278-6305

Dorothy Kleiber Councillor Ward 4
klybr1@gmail.com
(204)-509-6574
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SAMPLE LETTER TO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
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[Recipient Name] Date:
[Title/Position]

[Municipality or Provincial Office Name]

[Address]

[City, Province, Postal Code]

Subject: Immediate Action Required: Bill 4 and the Winnipeg Metropolitan Region
Dear [Recipient Name],

| am writing as a deeply concerned resident of [Municipality Name] regarding the
Winnipeg Metropolitan Region (WMR) and their Plan 20-50.

When the Premier introduced Bill 4, also known as the Freedom Bill, we were led to
believe it would empower municipalities by allowing them to opt out of the WMR.

However, upon closer examination, it is clear that Bill 4 is a ruse.

Instead of enabling freedom, Bill 4 introduces severely restrictive timelines and
complex procedural requirements that municipalities must meet to opt out of the WMR.
Alarmingly, these requirements are tied to a retroactive deadline that began on
December 31, 2024, despite the Bill not yet receiving Royal Assent. From the time the
WMR gives written notice of its initiating a review of its regional planning by-law
Municipalities have only 180 days to act, with no option to appeal if they fail to meet
the deadline.

At this time, we have no idea of when the WMR plans to give written notice of its
initiating a review of its regional planning by-law.

This is an incredibly short timeframe to comply with the detailed requirements,
including holding public hearings and submitting resolutions to the Minister.
As a concerned resident, | urge you to act immediately:

1. Begin the Process Now: | expect that our municipality will take immediate
steps to hold the required public hearings and submit a formal resolution to the
Minister of Municipal Relations as soon as possible. Time is of the essence, and
any delay will jeopardize our ability to meet the deadline.

2. Provide Transparent Communication: There has been no communication
from our elected representatives about the resources required to comply with
these requirements or the steps being taken to ensure the municipality's
autonomy is preserved. This lack of transparency is unacceptable, and | request
that updates be shared with the public regularly.

3. Arrange a Meeting: | request a formal opportunity to meet with you and other
elected representatives to review this issue. It is critical that we work together to
ensure the municipality has the tools and knowledge necessary to act swiftly.
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Attached to this letter, | have included a detailed analysis of Bill 4 that highlights its
challenges and the urgency of the situation.

This is a critical moment for the future of our municipality. The WMR and Plan 20-50
represent a significant loss of local control, and the restrictive conditions of Bill 4 only
compound this threat. As we are now racing against the clock, | urge you to prioritize
this issue and act immediately to safeguard our autonomy.

Please contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss how we can move forward. |
am available to meet with you and other representatives as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
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